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Garden Party '98

19984E10 J] 14 H . ¥ a iz sy On October 14th |, the Garden Party was held at

CHBIDH —F 2 78— F 4 _/Jj;-lr;[gjfn XN FL the Noda Civic Hall and attended by more than
300 people.
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7o #1300 HOBMATIZEDVE LT Highlights of the party included the “Bamboo
Dance” . the national dance of the Philippines and
KR pe fkZED Y kT [N T—F A the “Bappaka Shishimai” a traditional Noda folk
(74 Y & ORBESN) | 73,30 [ dance.
P B RALTELAE LT, Hfd e . Guests also enjoyed some of our usual corners,
- A< — 0 4 C R 2D

ol ~ such as wearing Japanese kimono, watching
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Japanese flower arrangement (lkebana) and

{6, B (0720 FIETED FELUHEFT  tasting Japanese sweets, ceremonial tea and other
Lades . foods.
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More than 200 years ago a Prince and

& Princess developed this dance based

on the dance of the crane. Now this dance is very popular, especially in schools. This dance is also

practices as a New Years ceremony and show.
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B Every July 24th a lion dance takes
B place at Shimizu Hachiman Shrine
#to pray for good health and
protection against disaster. The
drums make a kind of bappaka
_bappaka sound, hence the name

“Bappaka Shishimai”.
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[ asked these exchange students who are staying
in Noda City their impressions of Noda.
(Interviewer; Mrs. Mieko Masuda)

Name: Mr. Eishun Koh
Age: 17
[n Japan from June to August 1998 (2 months)

Nationality: Chinese

Name: Julie van der Elstlacten
Age: 20
In Japan from July to August 1998 (5 weeks)

Nationality: Belgian

Interviewer

What is your main reason for studying in Japan?

Mr. Koh
To improve my Japanese language skills. In the

future 1 will study politics and economics.

Miss van der Elstlaeten

I am studying architecture.

Interviewer

What is your strongest impression of Noda?

Mr. Koh

Tokyo is much too crowded but Noda, with its
rich greenery and calm atmosphere is much more
relaxing. Also, everybody is very kind and
helpful. I have walked around Noda with a map
in my hand and have also been camping.

Miss van der Elstlaeten

[ went to the Keyaki Hall and took many pictures
of the architecture. I took part in the festival in
Sangacho where [ helped to carry the ‘o-
mikoshi’. It was much heavier than I expected.

Interviewer
Can | ask you something about your countries?
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I don’t really know how to answer that but I will
try to explain some differences between China
and Japan. The shopping centre near my home
is made up of many small specialist shops. This
is very different to Japanese department stores.
Japanese department stores are very convenient
but I think they are a little too expensive.

Miss van der Elstlaeten

Belgium has a population of about 10 million. It
is a parliamentary democracy with a
constitutional monarch, King Albert I. The
official languages of Belgium are French,
German and Flemish (Dutch).

Interviewer
Do you have any final comments about Japan?

Miss van der Elstlaeten

I'm afraid I don’t really like Japanese dance, but
[ enjoyed staying in Noda very much. Noda is
very quiet but very convenient for visiting other

places in Japan.

Mr. Koh
[ am very grateful to my host mother, Mrs.

Ogawa. She has helped me in many ways since
before I even came to Japan. She is very kind
and funny but is also very strict, which I am very

grateful for. I have become very attatched to her.

; Julie .
: iy ‘van der Elstlaeten

Eishun Koh~
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Miss Liege Saito

[ have been in Noda for only 8 months. Before
came to Noda I made up my mind to learn
Japanese and start a new life in Japan. Now I'm
in 3rd grade in junior high school in Noda. I'm
looking forward to going to Matsudo
International High School. I'm interested in
making many new friends there. Maybe my life
will change very much because | will be able to
meet many people from all around the world and
get to understand many different cultures and

customs.

During the summer holidays, I studied for my
entrance examination with my best friend Sanrio
in the city hall. NIRA’s volunteer staff have been
helping me to learn not only Japanese but have
helped me with many things. [ am very grateful

to them.

Miss Sanrio Takeshita

I had learned Japanese with my best friend Liege
during this summer holiday. I learned Japanese
and Kanji characters for a short time. I am very
happy that my teachers usually help me to do
my homework. I enjoy chatting with my friends
and teachers during class and I will never forget
my teachers. I will try to study Japanese the best

I can.
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@ ne of the most crucial
points in British history;
the Battle of Hastings, on
October 14th 1066 was decided
with a single arrow. King
Harold, after defeating a Viking
invasion force 3 days earlier at
the Battle of Stamford Bridge,
was immediately faced with
another invasion, this time from
William of Normandy. During
the fierce battle which ensued,
Harold was killed by a Norman
arrow in the eye. With one
arrow, England changed from
being a Saxon country to being
Norman and Duke William of
Normandy became King
William [ of England (1066-
1087).

Thought by some to have been
developed by the Welsh while
others believe the Vikings
brought it to our shores, it was
Edward I (1272-1307) who first
saw the real potential in the
longbow as a weapon of war
and encouraged the common
man to develop skill in its use.
Indeed, through the next few
centuries, even chainmail and
plate armour were shown to
prove little protection from the
power of the longbow.

Perhaps the most well-known
exponent of the longbow was

Henry V (1413-1422). After the
Battle of Agincourt in 1415
fought by 6,000 Englishmen
(including 5,000 archers)
against about 60,000 French
knights and men-at-arms, the
deathtoll reached 10,000
French to less than 100 English.
Contemporary chronicles
spoke of the sky becoming dark
and arrows falling ‘as thick as
hail’. The archers were
shooting at least 10 arrows per
minute; with deadly accuracy.

Strict laws were instituted by
Edward 1V (1461-1483)to
encourage common men to
polish their skills. He decreed
that “Every Englishman or
Irishman dwelling in England
must have a bow of his own
height.” 8-

by Mark Lithgow

In 1470,
football, dice and tennis were

all sports such as

outlawed and anyone found
taking part in such pastimes
was fined, as was anyone not
showing up on Sundays and
other holidays for archery
practice at the village churches.
The only ‘sport’ recognized by
law was archery.

In 1542, every man between 24
and 60 had to, by law, practice
at ranges of no less than 22(
yards (201m) and was expected
to consistently hit man-sized
targets at these ranges.

Such was the importance
placed on archery that fathers
of male children between 7 and
17 had to supply their sons with
a bow and 2 arrows and on
reaching 17 they had to provide
their own bow and 4 arrows on
pain of fine.

At the Battle of Crécy in 1346,
it‘he French watked about i
'300m toward the: English *
._posmons ‘taking about g0
In that time, 500

“seconds.
- archers could-loose at least
7.,500.arrows. - -
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Although several woods are

regarded as acceptable for the
making of an English longbow,
yew is undoubtably the best. It
was so valued in the past in fact
that in 1472, Edward IV
decreed that any ship bringing
goods from such trading states

as Venice, should for every

ton of merchandise
imported, bring 4 yew
bowstaves. Ships
captains not complying
with these import tax laws

were heavily fined.

The secret to the longbow’s
power lies in the natural
qualities inherent in the wood.
A bow, when drawn, faces
stresses in 2 directions. The
back of the bow (the side facing
away from the archer) is
stretched and the belly of the
bow (the side facing the archer)
is compressed. By using the
outside of the tree, just under
the bark, the resistance to
stretching inherent in the
sapwood and the resistance to
compression
inherent in the
heartwood can
be utilized.
Unlike the

rectangular

cross-section and asymmetrical
recurve of Japanese bows, the
longbow is shaped like a “D”
in cross-section with the flat
side away from the archer and
is held in the middle, the bow
being straight when unstrung
and forming a single curve

when strung.

The top and bottom of a
longbow, or ‘nocks’ are
made of horn to prevent
the string from
damaging the wood and
the left hand side of the
bow, above the handle is
protected from the
continuous abrasion of
the arrow by an ‘arrow-
plate’ of silver, horn or mother-

of-pearl.

Unlike kyudo, where the arrow
is shot from the right hand side
of the bow and is drawn past
the head, a longbow arrow is
shot from the left hand side of
the bow with the drawing hand
coming back to an anchor-point

on the side of the jaw.

To give an idea of the physical
strength of the medicval
archers, a modern Olympic-
style archer may pull a bow
with a draw-weight of around
40lbs (18kg). Archers of the
14th to 16th centuries pulled
between 80/bs (36kg) and

o

190/bs (86kg). Mine is a
relatively weak 65/bs (29.5kg).

My Profile

[ have been living here in Noda

for over 12 years now. I came
to study Japanese classical
martial arts under Masaaki
Hatsumi of the Bujinkan Dojo.
I originally planned to stay for
only 2 years but found that the
more [ studied, the deeper the
art and the Japanese culture

was. That is why | stayed.

My father in.15C. costume

I started archery at the same
time as my father when I was
about 17. My father is now the
chief longbow instructor at a
school in southern England
which specializes in medieval
skills for the movie and theatre

industry.

The type of archery I used to
do is called ‘field archery’ (as
opposed to target archery). In

target archery, the distance is



always the same but in ﬁ_e}l_d!
archery the distance is
always different and the
archer must continuously '
mentally calculate the A
arrow’s trajectory to the |
target. This is why field
archery is also known as
‘instinctive archery’. Also,
along the course, where we
are shooting at pictures of
animals, the archer is forced
to shoot from different
positions, around, over and
under obstructions such as trees
etc. The mark of a good archer
is not his form, but his

flexibility.

The hunt and the other archery
‘games’ were, centuries ago,
tools to make the archer more
effective on the battlefield and
many longbow archers,
including myself become
involved in the historical,
martial aspect of archery and |
enjoy researching this aspect.
As a martial artist, | see not a
sport but a martial link with the
past, archery being the only
surviving martial skill from
what was once a strong warrior

culture.

The Japanese have always been
very good at writing things
down and preserving things
through the generations as a
form, but England has never

been so good at recording

“:Field archéry with

everyday activities in writing.

However, even though we lack
the written tradition of Japanese
martial arts, the basic form, has
never died. There has always
been someone to teach the basic
form to his son and keep it alive

through the generations.

Many Japanese martial artists
may imagine that their blood
ancestors used the techniques
which they learn now with
sword, bow etc., but it is really
impossible to know for sure as
family lines could have been
broken or just not recorded. I,
however, feel a real connection
with my ancestors in that |
know that my ancestors were
archers; after all, for several
centuries, all Englishmen were
archers. The blood of the
medieval archer runs through
my veins and I feel a deep sense
of history when | draw my

longbow.

-10-

I have met archers
from several of the
world’s archery
cultures and even
though our form is
different and our bows
and arrows are
different, we all share
a special passion that
most archers have.
The thrill that comes
with a good draw and
a clean release. Watching the
arrow fly true and hearing the
satisfying sound of it
penetrating the target. From
experience, I have found
archers from around the world

have a feeling of brotherhood.

It is not easy to find a piace to
practice with my longbow in
Japan but I do find the chance
occasionally and look forward
to.my visits to England so that
I can shoot with my father and
friends in the beautiful
countryside where the English

archer has roved for centuries.

Armorial bearings of Mark Lithgow
as granted by Royal Warrant,
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A meeting was held with NIFA (Nagareyama International Friendship Association) at Noda City
Hall on Sept 26th 1998. Nagareyama City has a population of about 150 thousand. NIFA, which
was founded 8 years ago, presently has 185 members. Presentations about the activities of both
organizations were given and many opinions about future plans and difficulties that we have to

resolve were discussed. It was decided that more meetings such as this would be arranged in the

future.
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BERRTVAAVAIYTIZ I AT T Representatives of NIRA attended an
——F&Eh C4ERFAVHE) & exchange meeting with “Up with
[C—HEAiE people” on Dec. 6th 1998 at

Nagareyama Seinen no Ie. Up with
People 1s an international
educational body founded in 1968 in
Denver, Colorado, USA. Their
activities include cultural exchange,
community services and show
performances. In the “98 Japan Tour,
140 staff and members who came
together from 21 countries attended.
They visited 8 cities: Kyoto, Komoro
in Nagano, Kumamoto, Tokyo, etc.
for almost 2 months. Before
returning to their homes, they stayed
at Nagareyama Seinen no Ie for 2

days.
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CULTURAL EXPLORER (No. 4)

XALiREh

Crane (#)

;_ Many classical Japanese folktales and
F’w‘ . \ paintings have appeared, featuring the beauty
of the Tsuru with theirlong necks and legs.

They are winter migratory birds which fly to Japan
I in October from Siberia and Mongolia,

returning the following March. In Japan

they are valued especially as animals
symbolizing long life and are
A often used for festive designs and
decorations. One thousand cranes
(“senba-zuru” in Japanese) made

of folded paper (origami) are sent sick

/ people to pray for their recovery from illness and for long
life. The movement to protect the habitat of the crane is very
/ active, and has recently become recognized as a symbol of

/ environmental protection.
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